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VOTING PROCEDURES
1. Types of Vote Requirements
1.1 Simple Majority Vote

1.1.1 This requirement needs only those members who are present or represented by proxy to vote.
1.1.2 Abstentions are allowed.

1.1.3 This requirement is generally used with multiple-choice votes.

1.1.4 A choice must receive more votes than all other available choices.

1.1.5 In the event of a Yes/No vote, abstentions do not count.  Therefore the vote only needs more Yes’s than No’s to pass.

1.2 Three-Quarters Vote

1.2.1 This requirement needs all members who are eligible to vote.  Therefore proxy votes are necessary.
1.2.2 Abstentions are allowed.

1.2.3 The vote must receive three-quarters (3/4, 75%) favorable votes from the active membership.

1.2.4 In the event that 3/4 of the membership constitutes a fraction of a member, round the required number up to the next whole member.

1.3 50% + 1 Vote
1.3.1 This requirement needs all members who are eligible to vote.  Therefore proxy votes are necessary.

1.3.2 Abstentions are allowed.

1.3.3 This requirement can be used with multiple-choice votes.

1.3.4 A choice must receive Fifty percent plus one additional vote (50% + 1) of all votes cast by the active membership.

1.3.5 In the event that fifty percent of the membership constitutes a fraction of a member, rounding up to the next whole member constitutes the plus one additional vote.

1.3.6 In the event that no choice receives 50% + 1, then the choice with the lowest amount of votes is removed from consideration, and the remaining choices are re-voted on under the same stipulations.
1.3.7 In the event that there are multiple choices tied with the lowest amount of votes, all tied choices are removed unless their combined votes constitute fifty percent (50%) of the total votes, in which case the tied choices will have a run-off.
1.4 25% Negative Vote

1.4.1 This requirement needs all members who are eligible to vote.  Therefore proxy votes are necessary.

1.4.2 Abstentions are allowed.

1.4.3 A vote using this requirement will pass unless it receives an amount of negative votes equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of the active membership or five (5) votes, which ever is greater.
1.4.4 In the event that 25% of the membership constitutes a fraction of a member, round the required number up to the next whole member.

2. Types of Voting Methods

2.1 Voice
2.1.1 This method is generally used for Yes/No votes.

2.1.2 This method is used when a specific vote count is unnecessary.  Therefore proxy votes are unnecessary and should not be used.

2.1.3 The presiding officer will call for all those in favor to respond by saying ‘Aye’, and then call for all those opposed to respond by saying ‘Nay’.  The presiding officer will determine whether the Aye’s or the Nay’s have more votes and issue a decision.

2.1.4 Division of the Assembly

2.1.4.1 In the event that a member feels that the voice vote was too close to make a confident decision, that member may call for a Division of the Assembly by saying ‘Division’.

2.1.4.2 Calling for division does not require a second to proceed.

2.1.4.3 When Division is called, the presiding officer will acknowledge it and proceed to re-vote using another voting method.

2.2 Raising Hands

2.2.1 This method can be used for any voting situation.

2.2.2 This method can include proxy votes when the voting situation and/or voting requirement requires them.

2.2.3 The presiding officer will call for all those in favor of each choice and take a count.

2.2.4 The presiding officer will then issue a decision based on the voting requirements in place for that vote.
2.3 Role Call

2.3.1 This method can be used for any voting situation.

2.3.2 This method can include proxy votes when the voting situation and/or voting requirement requires them.

2.3.3 The secretary will go down the roll, and each member will cast their vote when called upon.
2.3.4 The presiding officer and secretary will count the votes and issue a decision based on the voting requirement in place for that vote.

2.4 Secret Ballot

2.4.1 This method can be used for any voting situation.

2.4.2 This method can include proxy votes when the voting situation and/or voting requirement requires them.

2.4.3 Each member will record their vote on a slip of paper and submit it to the presiding officer.  The Sergeant-at-Arms may collect the votes in lieu of the presiding officer.

2.4.4 The presiding officer and Sergeant-at-Arms will count the votes, making sure that there was the correct number of votes cast, then issue a decision based on the voting requirement in place for that vote.

3. Voting Situations
3.1 Elections

3.1.1 Voting Requirement: 50% + 1

3.1.2 Primary Voting Method: Secret Ballot

3.1.3 Secondary Voting Methods: None

3.2 Constitution and By-Laws Amendments

3.2.1 Voting Requirement: Three-Quarters

3.2.2 Primary Voting Method: Hand Raising

3.2.3 Secondary Voting Methods: Roll Call or Secret Ballot

3.3 Suspensions / Probations / Expulsions
3.3.1 Voting Requirement: Three-Quarters

3.3.2 Primary Voting Method: Secret Ballot

3.3.3 Secondary Voting Methods: None

3.4 Membership Candidate Votes

3.4.1 Extending a Bid / Honorary Bid

3.4.1.1 Voting Requirement: 25% Negative

3.4.1.2 Primary Voting Method: Hand Raising

3.4.1.3 Secondary Voting Methods: Roll Call or Secret Ballot

3.4.2 Continuing the Process / D-Day Voting
3.4.2.1 Voting Requirement: Three-Quarters

3.4.2.2 Primary Voting Method: Secret Ballot

3.4.2.3 Secondary Voting Methods: None
3.5 All other motions

3.5.1 Voting Requirement: Simple Majority

3.5.2 Primary Voting Methods: Voice or Raising Hands

3.5.3 Secondary Voting Methods: Roll Call or Secret Ballot

3.6 All votes will automatically use the Primary Voting Method, unless the presiding officer decides that one of the Secondary Voting Methods is more appropriate.

3.7 Any member may move to use a Secondary Voting Method prior to voting.  This motion requires a Simple Majority by using a Voice Vote.

